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St. Catherine Laboure Church;   Middletown, New Jersey       

Rectory; 130 Bray Ave. Middletown NJ 07748   Parish Office:   732-787-1318      

Office Hours Monday—Friday 9:00am—12:00 / 1:00 pm –4:00pm 

Email:  stcathek1@aol.com    

Fax:  732-787-2851 Rel. Ed:  732-769-6262   

Parish Hall:  732-769-6125; Thrift Shop:  732-787-2836   

Web Site:  www.stcathek.org    

The Very. Rev  Fr. Daniel C. Hesko VF Pastor 

     The Rev Fr. Michael  Lankford; weekend assistant 

     The Rev. Fr. Mat Early: weekend assistant 

Rev Mr John Orlando, Deacon Permanens 

Rev Mr John McGrath, Deacon Permanens 

Mrs Julie Fehlhaber, Office Administrator  

Ms Peggy Rosenberg / Mrs Donna Lowder; Secretary  

Mrs Kathy McGuire, CCD Director 

Mrs Janet Marinelli, CCD Assistant  

Mrs Karen Ohrn, Organist 

Miss Angela Gibilisco, Music Director 

Mrs Theresa Gibilisco,      Youth Ministry 

Mrs Lilly Cooper,   Rosa Mystica Store Manager  

Mr Michael Marinelli, Sexton    

The Holy Sacrifice  of the Mass    
Sat. 5:00pm & 6:30pm  
Sun:  7:30am;  9:00am (Latin)  10:30am & 12:00 

 

Daily Mon.– Sat.  8:00am  Monday & Friday  12:00 
(Latin), Eucharistic Adoration:  Monday 8:30-7:00pm  
Novena Mass;    Mon., Wed. 7:00 pm;  Sat. 8:00 am   
Confessions: Sat. 3:00 -4:00 

 

Ministry to the Sick and Homebound: To arrange Commun-
ion for the homebound, or for the Sacrament of the Sick, 
call the parish office. 

 

Sacrament of Baptism: Arrangements must be made through 
the parish office. Infants should be baptized as soon as pos-
sible. 

 

Sacrament of Matrimony: According to Diocesan policy, 
marriage arrangements must be made at least nine months 
prior to the wedding date through the parish office. Must be 
registered in our parish. 

 

Annulment: To discuss Church Annulment procedure, or for 
information concerning Church Validation of a civil mar-
riage, call the parish office. 

O Mother of Perpetual Help, grant that I may ever invoke 

thy most powerful name,| which is the safeguard of the living 

| and the salvation of the dying.| O purest Mary, O sweetest 

Mary,| let thy name henceforth be ever on my lips.| Delay not, 

O Blessed Lady, to help me, whenever I call on thee;| for, in 

all my temptations,| in all my needs,| I shall never cease to call 

on thee,| ever repeating thy sacred name,| Mary, Mary.| O 

what consolation,| what sweetness,| what confidence,| what 

emotion fills my soul when I utter thy sacred name,| or even 

only think of thee.| I thank the Lord for having given thee, for 

my good,| so sweet, so powerful, so lovely a name.| But I will 

not be content with merely uttering thy name.| Let my love 

for thee prompt me ever to hail thee,| Mother of Perpetual 

Help.  

Pray for us O Holy Mother of God ,That we may be made 

worthy of the promises of eternal life 

P: O Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast given us thine own Mother 

Mary, whose glorious image we venerate, to be a Mother ever 

ready to help us, grant we beseech thee, that we who earnest-

ly implore her maternal aid, may merit to enjoy perpetually 

the fruits of thy redemption who lives and reigns world with-

out end. Amen. 

No Matter where you are on Life’s Journey, YOU are Welcome Here! 



Seventh Sunday of Easter: Commemoration 

of      The Ascension of the Lord 

 

Opening Hymn 
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! 
glorious to his native skies; Alleluia! 
Christ, awhile to mortals given, Alleluia! 
enters now the highest heaven! Alleluia! 

 

See! he lifts his hands above; Alleluia! 
See! he shows the prints of love: Alleluia! 
Hark! his gracious lips bestow, Alleluia! 
blessings on his Church below. Alleluia! 

 

Lord beyond our mortal sight, Alleluia! 
raise our hearts to reach thy height, Alleluia! 
there thy face unclouded see, Alleluia! 
find our heaven of heavens in thee. Alleluia! 
 

 

 

P: Blessed be God who lives forever, the Father + and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen  

 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ who ascended into 
Heaven, be with you always. 
R: And with your spirit. 
 

P: Beloved in Christ, 40 days after His Resurrection, 
Christ in triumph returns to His Heavenly Home.  
Let us humble ourselves, confessing our sins, that when 
He comes again we may reign with Him forever.. 
 
 

P: I confess  
ALL: to almighty God and to you, my brothers and       
sisters, that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
 (striking their breast, they say) 

    *through my fault,   *through my fault, 
    *through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 

 

P: May God who by the Resurrection and Ascension of 
Christ has reconciled us to Himself, give us Joy this day 
and with our sins  forgiven, bring us to life everlasting. 
Amen.  

 

LORD HAVE MERCY   or   Kyrie Eleison 

 

CHRIST HAVE MERCY  or  Christe Eleison 

 

LORD HAVE MERCY     or Kyrie Eleison 
 

 

Introit Antiphon  Acts 1:11 
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? This Jesus 
whom you saw ascending into heaven will return as you saw 
him go, alleluia.  

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit, + in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
 

 

THE COLLECT  
Grant, we pray, almighty God, that we, who believe that 
your Only Begotten Son, our Redeemer, ascended this day 
to the heavens, may in spirit dwell already in heavenly 
realms.  Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son. who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit. God, for 
ever and ever. Amen 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles (1:1-11) 

 

In the first book, Theophilus, I dealt with all that Jesus 
did and taught until the day he was taken up, after giv-
ing instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to 
them by many proofs after he had suffered, appearing 
to them during forty days and speaking about the king-
dom of God. While meeting with the them, he enjoined 
them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for “the 
promise of the Father about which you have heard me 
speak; for John baptized with water, but in a few days 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” When they 
had gathered together they asked him, “Lord, are you at 
this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” He 
answered them, “It is not for you to know the times or 
seasons that the Father has established by his own au-
thority. But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him from 
their sight. While they were looking intently at the sky 
as he was going, suddenly two men dressed in white 
garments stood beside them. They said, “Men of Gali-
lee, why are you standing there looking at the sky? This 
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will 
return in the same way as you have seen him going into 
heaven.” The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God 
 
 

The Gradual   Psalm 47 

 

R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  
      a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
All you peoples, clap your hands, 
shout to God with cries of gladness, 
For the LORD, the Most High, the awesome, 
is the great king over all the earth. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  
      a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 



God mounts his throne amid shouts of joy; 
the LORD, amid trumpet blasts. 
Sing praise to God, sing praise; 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  
     a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

 

For king of all the earth is God; 
sing hymns of praise. 
God reigns over the nations, 
God sits upon his holy throne. 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:  
     a blare of trumpets for the Lord.  
 

 

A Reading from the Epistle of the Ephesians  (1:17-23)  
Beloved, May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-
ther of glory, give you a Spirit of wisdom and revelation 
resulting in knowledge of him. May the eyes of your 
hearts be enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope that belongs to his call, what are the riches of glory 
in his inheritance among the holy ones, and what is the 
surpassing greatness of his power for us who believe, 
in accord with the exercise of his great might, which he 
worked in Christ, raising him from the dead and seating 
him at his right hand in the heavens, far above every prin-
cipality, authority, power, and dominion, and every name 
that is named not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. And he put all things beneath his feet and gave him 
as head over all things to the church, which is his body, 
the fullness of the one who fills all things in every way.  
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. (S Matt 28:19,20) 
Go and teach all nations, says the Lord; 
I am with you always, until the end of the world  
Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according 
to St John  (S Mat: 28:16-20)  

 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to 
which Jesus had ordered them. When they saw him, they 
worshiped, but they doubted. Then Jesus approached and 
said to them, “All power in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all na-
tions, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age.”  The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ 

 

The Sermon 

 

The Nicene Creed 

 

P: I believe in one God,  

 

ALL: the Father almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth,  
of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages. God from God,  
Light from Light, true God from true God,  
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made.  

For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven,  
  All bow  
and by the Holy Spirit was Incarnate of the                   
Virgin Mary, and became Man. 

 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day  
in accordance with the Scriptures.  
He ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead  
and his kingdom will have no end.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.  
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins  
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

The Intercessions 
 

 

Jesus Ascends to the throne of God, there to make inter-

cessions for us, with confidence let us place our petitions 

before God our Father who hears the prayers of His Chil-

dren. Our Response: Hear us  

 

We pray for Your pilgrim people throughout the world O 

Lord, that we might follow the path of love and mercy 

that You have set for us, Risen and Ascended Lord, 

HEAR US 

 

We pray for blessing and protection upon our cities for 

our churches, and for all your people. We pray for all 

Leaders, that all may seek the values of the Kingdom. 

Risen and Ascended Lord,  HEAR US 

 

We pray for those who are unemployed and for all who 

struggle to care for their families. With hearts set on 

things above, guide us in compassion, that we may bring 

hope for those who despair. Risen and Ascended Lord, 

HEAR US 

 

We pray for children, especially those who are orphans 

and abandoned, that Christians may witness to your love 

in caring for all in need. Risen and Ascended Lord, 

HEAR US 

 

We pray that all may respect the dignity of all human life, 

we pray for all who suffer this day in Body, Mind or Spir-

it.  Risen and Ascended Lord, HEAR US 

 

We pray for those who have died, May they come at last 

with all the Saints to rejoice in the fullness of peace. Ris-

en and Ascended Lord, HEAR US 

 



Let us go forth in peace, alleluia, alleluia. 
R. Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Recessional Hymn  

 

See the Conqueror mounts in triumph; 
see the King in royal state, 
riding on the clouds, his chariot, 
to his heavenly palace gate! 
Hark! the choirs of angel voices 
joyful alleluias sing, 
and the portals high are lifted 
to receive their heavenly King. 

 

He who on the cross did suffer, 
he who from the grave arose, 
he has vanquished sin and Satan; 
he by death has spoiled his foes. 
While he lifts his hands in bless-
ing, 
he is parted from his friends; 
while their eager eyes behold him, 
he upon the clouds ascends. 

 

Thou has raised our human nature 
on the clouds to God's right hand; 
there we sit in heavenly places, 
there with thee in glory stand. 
Jesus reigns, adored by angels; 
Man with God is on the throne; 
mighty Lord, in thine ascension 
we by faith behold our own. 

Almighty God, You lift our hearts with Christ, who is 

seated at your right hand. Enlighten our minds with your 

wisdom, fill us with your love, and grant the petition we 

make, according to your perfect will. Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen  

 

Offertory Hymn 

The head that once was crowned with thorns 
is crowned with glory now; 
a royal diadem adorns 
the mighty victor's brow. 

 

The highest place that heav'n affords 
is his, is his by right, 
the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
and heav'n's eternal light: 

 

The joy of all who dwell above, 
the joy of all below 
to whom he manifests his love 
and grants his name to know. 

 

The cross he bore is life and health, 
though shame and death to him: 
his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
their everlasting theme. 
 
 

 

Offertory 

We offer sacrifice now in supplication, O Lord, to honor 
the wondrous Ascension of your Son: grant, we pray, that 
through this most holy exchange we, too, may rise up to 
the heavenly realms. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Communion:   S Matt 28:20 
 

Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age, alleluia.  
 

 

Communion Hymn 

 

Daily, daily sing to Mary, 
Sing, my soul, her praises due: 
All her feasts, her actions honor 
With the heart's devotion true. 
Lost in wond'ring contemplation, 
Be her majesty confessed: 
Call her Mother, call her Virgin, 
Happy Mother, Virgin blest.   

 

She is mighty in her pleading, 
Tender in her loving care; 
Ever watchful, understanding, 
All our sorrows she will share. 
Advocate and loving mother, 
Mediatrix of all grace: 
Heaven's blessings she dispenses 
On our sinful human race.  
 
 

 

Post Communion 
Almighty ever-living God, who allow those on earth to 
celebrate divine mysteries, grant, we pray, that Christian 
hope may draw us onward to where our nature is united 
with you.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Wednesday Evening  

Bible Study after the Evening Mass 

We are in the Book of Revelation    

7:45—8:30  in Church 

Born Again in  
Holy Baptism 

 

“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remis-

sion of sins; and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38 

Sophie Grace Pagourgis 
Ava Leigh Cuni 

Aurora Jade Wilson 
Mariellie Altagracia Yepez 

The Banns of  Christian  
Matrimony  

 
II Maureen Winski & Edward Maloney 

 
If anyone knows of just cause why they may 
not be lawfully joined in Holy Matrimony, 
Let them speak now or  forever   hold their 

peace 

 



MASS INTENTIONS 

 

Monday, May 22 St. Rita of Cascia 
8:00am   Mothers’ Day Intentions 
12:00pm  Tom Falkowski by Patrick & Marie O’Brien 
7:00pm    Charlie Bolin (ann.) by Family 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
8:00am    Bob Takacs by Rich & Carol Takacs 
 

Wednesday, May 24 
8:00am    Brian Dolan by Joyce & John Kaiser 
7:00pm    Ad Caelum 

 

Thursday, May 25 Sts. Bede & Gregory VII  
8:00am    Margaret Cascone by Peggy Dorobis 
12:00pm   (Latin) Leo Tyrrell Sr. & Jr.  
   by Patrick & Marie O’Brien  
 

Friday, May 26 St. Philip Neri 
8:00am    Robert W. Young, Sr. by Wife 
12:00pm  Nancy Warth by Richard & Lorraine Furlong 
 
 

Saturday, May 27 St. Augustine of Canterbury 
8:00am    Altagracia Evangelista by Jimmy &I Ellen Dorsa 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
5:00pm   Patrick O’Connor by his sister, Mary O’Connor 
6:30pm   Alice Corless (ann.) by Eileen T. Corless 
               Bill Kennelly by Marino Family 
               Ellen Ciok by Michael Ciok 
               Genevieve Barbieri  
   by Gregory Swindasz & Justin Klocek 
 Joseph Izquierdo by Family 
Sunday, May 28 
7:30am    Pro Populo 
9:00am  Liv. & Dec. US Military & Veterans  
   by Peggy Rosenberg 
10:30am  Rita Kearney by Michele Kearney 
12:00pm  Deacon Albert Schito by sisters, Mary Ann & Sallee 
   
BVM Votive: M/O Kelly Family by Suzanne 
Sanctuary Lamp:  M/O George & Cecilia Furlong (wed. ann.) 
    by Son, Richard 
Sacred Heart Votive: M/O Rose Foy by Foy Children 

 

* To Arrange for Masses or to dedicate the Votive lights, please 
come to the Rectory Office.  Offering is $10.00 

 

 

ADORATION OF THE 

BLESSED SACRAMENT  

EVERY MONDAY 

Please consider being a One Hour 

Adorer on Mondays 

The sign up is in the Vestibule. This is 

done on a month to month basis. By 

initialing the schedule you commit 

yourself to the  Mondays of that  

particular month. 

 

Stop by to make a Visit.                 

REMEMBER THOSE WHO  
ASK FOR PRAYER 

 

In your charity please remember to pray for: Paula Martin, Joe 
Musci, Maureen Farrell, Steve Cobb, Rich Callahan, Ernestine 
McCormick, John Walsh, Carl Lorelli, Donald Hock, Jorge 
Oliveira, Kimberly Grossman, Atanacio Mendez, Ruth Bihu-
niak, Carol O’Hare, Diana Randolph, Alisha McDowell, Lucille 
DeRupo, Joann Ruvolo, Steve Gravatt, Barbara Mascilak, Peg-
gy DiBello, Julieta Rodrigues, Eileen Snider, Ruth Alaia, An-
thony Pelle, Alice Christie, Madeline Wildrick, Jimmy & Mary 
Revac, Maryann Barbella, Frank & Ruth Lozada, Colleen Wel-
don, John Bolger, Maryann Lella, John Fagan, Dotty Devaney 
And for all the recently departed: Jane Toldt 
 
Prayer O God, our loving Father, look with kindness on 
our brothers and sisters who seek Your care. In Your mer-
cy grant health to the sick, comfort to the sorrowful, peace 
to the troubled, joy to the weary and eternal rest to those 
whose work on earth is done, and all for Jesus’ name. 
Amen 

Pro Life Presenta�on: Today: St Agnus Church: Atlan�c Highlands 



SAVE THE 

DATE 

For  

V  B  S 
Registration is 

now open 

Visit 

Stcathek.org/vbs 

 

Life Line Screening the nation's leading provider of preventive health screenings, will offer affordable, non-invasive 

and painless health screenings at Saint Catherine's Church of North Middletown. on Thursday, June 1, 2023. 
A package of four screenings to identify risk for stroke, heart disease and other chronic conditions will be offered: 
Carotid Artery Screening (Plaque) 
An ultrasound is performed to screen the carotid arteries (a pair of blood vessels in the neck that deliver blood to your brain) for 
buildup of fatty plaque. This buildup, called atherosclerosis, is one of the leading causes of stroke 
Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening 
An Ankle-Brachial Index (ABI) test is performed using blood pressure cuffs on the arms and legs. It is important to screen for PAD 
because it increases the risk of coronary artery disease, heart attack, or stroke.1 
Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm (AAA) 
An ultrasound is performed to screen the abdominal aorta for the presence of an enlargement or aneurysm. AAA can lead to a rup-
tured aortic artery, which is a serious medical emergency. 
Atrial Fibrillation 
A 6-lead electrocardiogram (EKG) is performed by placing sensors on the arms and legs to screen for Atrial Fibrillation. AFib can 
lead to blood clots, stroke, and heart failure, and other heart-related complications.2 
These 4 vital screenings take 60-90 minutes to complete. Register by calling toll free 1-844-591-7160, text the word "circle" to 216-
279-1607 or online at https://llsa.social/HC 

https://llsa.social/HC


FRIDAY MAY 26  6:00—8:00 pm  FAMILY BEACH NIGHT 

SUNDAY MAY 20 No Meeting: Happy Memorial Day  

Change for Life 

Please return the Change for Life baby bo�les and envelopes by June 18th. 
All proceeds go directly to American Life League. The money is used to close abor�on clinics. 

Please make all checks payable to American Life League. Thank you for your support! 



What does the Bible say about the Ascension? 

In Acts 1:1-11, St. Luke tells us the story of Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven: 

In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 

and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given com-

mandment through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 

To them he presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs, ap-

pearing to them during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God. 

And while staying with them he charged them not to depart from Jerusa-

lem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard 

from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this 

time restore the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to 

know times or seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. 

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and 

to the end of the earth.” And when he had said this, as they were looking 

on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while 

they were gazing into Heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them 

in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 

Heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into Heaven, will come 

in the same way as you saw him go into Heaven.” 

We also hear about the Ascension from St. Paul: Great indeed, we confess, 

is the mystery of our religion: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated 

in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among the nations, believed on in 

the world, taken up in glory. (1 Timothy 3:16) 

St. Peter’s first letter also mentions the Ascension: Baptism, which corre-

sponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a clear conscience, through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ, who has gone into Heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers subject to him. (1 Peter 3:21-22) 

What happened at the Ascension of Jesus?  

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (paragraphs 659-660) says, “So then the Lord Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven, 

and sat down at the right hand of God.” Christ’s body was glorified at the moment of his Resurrection, as proved by the new and supernatural prop-

erties it subsequently and permanently enjoys. But during the forty days when he eats and drinks familiarly with his disciples and teaches them 

about the kingdom, his glory remains veiled under the appearance of ordinary humanity. Jesus’ final apparition ends with the irreversible entry of 

his humanity into divine glory, symbolized by the cloud and by heaven, where he is seated from that time forward at God’s right hand. Only in a 

wholly exceptional and unique way would Jesus show himself to Paul “as to one untimely born,” in a last apparition that established him as an 

apostle. The veiled character of the glory of the Risen One during this time is intimated in his mysterious words to Mary Magdalene: “I have not yet 

ascended to the Father; but go to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” This indi-

cates a difference in manifestation between the glory of the risen Christ and that of the Christ exalted to the Father’s right hand, a transition marked 

by the historical and transcendent event of the Ascension. 

Who was present at the Ascension of Jesus? 

The Scripture definitively names “the eleven disciples,” the inner circle of those who followed Christ. Although Matthew only mentions the eleven 

Apostles, Judas having defected, we can conjecture that others, including His Mother and other disciples, were likely present, as well. For example, 

St. Paul tells us that 500 people saw the Lord after His Resurrection, and thus during the forty days. However, we do not know if any of these disci-

ples saw His Ascension. 

What does Christ’s Ascension mean for us?  

Left to its own natural powers humanity does not have access to the “Father’s house,” to God’s life and happiness. Only Christ can open to man 

such access that we, his members, might have confidence that we too shall go where he, our Head and our Source, has preceded us. (Catechism of 

the Catholic Church 661) 

The Catechism further explains, “And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” The lifting up of Jesus on the cross signi-

fies and announces his lifting up by his Ascension into heaven, and indeed begins it. Jesus Christ, the one priest of the new and eternal Covenant, 

“entered, not into a sanctuary made by human hands. . . but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf.” There Christ 

permanently exercises his priesthood, for he “always lives to make intercession” for “those who draw near to God through him.” As “high priest of 

the good things to come” he is the center and the principal actor of the liturgy that honors the Father in heaven. 

Henceforth Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father: “By ‘the Father’s right hand’ we understand the glory and honor of divinity, where he 

who exists as Son of God before all ages, indeed as God, of one being with the Father, is seated bodily after he became incarnate and his flesh was 

glorified.” 

Being seated at the Father’s right hand signifies the inauguration of the Messiah’s kingdom, the fulfillment of the prophet Daniel’s vision concern-

ing the Son of man: “To him was given dominion and glory and kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is 

an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.” After this event the apostles became witness-

es of the “kingdom [that] will have no end.” (cf. CCC 662-664) 



 

FINAL PRAYER:  O God, Whose only begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrection has purchased for us the re-

wards of eternal life; grant, we beseech Thee, that meditating upon these mysteries of the most Holy Rosary of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain, and obtain what they promise, through the same Christ our 

Lord. Amen.       

The Rosary is made up of two things:  mental prayer and vocal prayer.  In the Holy Rosary mental prayer is none other than meditation of the chief 

mysteries of the life, death and glory of Jesus Christ and of His Blessed Mother.  Vocal prayer consists of saying fifteen decades of the Hail Mary, 

each decade headed by an Our Father, while at the same time meditating on and contemplating the fifteen principal virtues which Jesus and Mary 

practiced in the fifteen mysteries of the Holy Rosary.Since the Holy Rosary is composed, principally and in substance, of the Prayer of Christ and 

the Angelic Salutation, that is, the Our Father and the Hail Mary, it was without doubt the first prayer and the first devotion of the faithful and has 

been in use all through the centuries, from the time of the Apostles and disciples down to the present.  It was only in the year 1214, however, that 

the Holy Mother Church received the Rosary in its present form and according to the method we use today.  It was given to the Church by Saint 

Dominic who had received it from the Blessed Virgin as a powerful means of converting the Albigensians and other sinners. 
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Bayview 
Cemetery
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y
80 Hosford Avenue

Leonardo, NJ
NON SECTERIAN

CIRCA 1889
TRADITIONAL CEMETERY

CREMATION GARDEN
INFANT GRAVES

732.872.0663

Your Home. My Mission.

Leonora Lacqua-Caminiti
Broker Salesperson
M 732.245.0479
leonoracaminiti@gmail.com

Leonora Lacqua-Caminiti is a real estate broker-salesperson affiliated with Compass RE. Compass 
RE is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 1200 Morris 
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Lic. #11198

Middletown, NJ

(732) 671-2200

BARRETT 
TREE SERVICE INC.
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S&Y Jovi’s 
Fine Jewelry

1158 Highway 35, Middletown
732-671-1131
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Wedding Bands • Watches • Jewelry Repairs

We Buy Gold, Diamonds, 
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www.jovijewelry.com

85 Riverside Avenue, Red Bank  
732-747-0332  www.johnedayfuneralhome.com

Ted Day Sidun, Senior Funeral Director, NJ Lic. No. 4026
Ginny Sanzo, Manager, NJ Lic. No. 4553

Sheri L. Sidun, Funeral Director
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“GOOD FENCES MAKE GOOD NEIGHBORS”
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CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATE      732-872-2555
libertyfencenj.com
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